These may be defined as follows :* a. FroDtal bones articulated with the supraoccipital and the postfroutals confined to the sides, the ethmoid little prominent to view above and short or narrow ; back not carinated ; snout heavy and broad; vertebra? in moderate or small number (7 to8+i) COLOMESUS, 4. *The osteological characters here given are mostly copied from Professor Gill's "Synopsis of the Plectoguath Fishes" (Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., 1884, 411) , and were by him derived chiefly from the plates in Hollard's "Etudes sur les Gymnodontes" (Ann. des Sciences Naturelles, Paris, 1857, viii CiRRHisOMUS Swainson, Nat. Hist. Class'n Fishes, ii, 1839, 194, 328 (spengleri This species is known to lis only through the descriptions above cited.
Among the American species, it seems to be the only one with fluviatile habit.
V.-CANTHIGASTER.
Caxthigaster Swainson, Nat. Hist. Class'n Fishes, ii, 1839, 194 
